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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 


This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 


*• U3 Claims Nos.: 




because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 


2 - ED Claims Nos.: 




because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 


extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 




3 - CH Claims Nos.: 




because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 


Box No* III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 


This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 


See extra sheet. 





As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 
claims. 

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of 
any additional fee. 

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1-3 and 6 . 



Remark on Protest additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

□ No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of Box No. Ill of continuation of first sheet (2) 

In order for a group of inventions claimed in claims to satisfy the 
requirement of unity of invention, there must be "special technical 
features" for linking the group of inventions so as to form a single 
general inventive concept. 

Thus, study has been made as to whether the technical matter common 
to claims 1-11 "the individual aprotic organic solvents each contains 
a compound having a 25°C or below boiling point difference from that 
of the aprotic organic solvent and containing phosphorus and/or nitrogen 
in its molecule" can be a "special technical feature" . Prior art reference 
JP 2003-234127 A (Mitsubishi Chemical Corp . ) 22 August, 2003 (22.08.03), 
Par. Nos. [0076] to [0086] describes a nonaqueous electrolyte comprising 
Y-butyrolactone and trimethyl phosphate and a nonaqueous electrolyte 
battery comprising the nonaqueous electrolyte, a positive electrode and 
a negative electrode. JP 2003-16833 A (Nippon Oil Corp.) 17 January, 
2003 (17.01.03) , Par. No. [0045] describes a solid electrolyte for various 
secondary batteries, comprising propylene carbonate, apolymer, a support 
salt and triethyl phosphate. Consequently, the above matter is not a 
novel feature and thus cannot be a "special technical feature". 

Therefore, there is no "special technical feature" for linking the 
group of inventions claimed in claims 1-11 with each other so as to form 
a single general inventive concept, and accordingly it is apparent that 
the requirement of unity of invention is not satisfied thereby. 

Now, the number of groups of inventions linked with each other so 
as to form a general inventive concept covered by the claims of this 
international application will be studied. 

It appears that there are covered at least five inventions grouped 
into: 

•claims 1, 2 and 3 and claim 6 quoting claims 1-3; 
•claim 4 and claim 6 quoting claim 4; 
•claim 5 and claim 6 quoting claim 5; 

•claims 7, 8 and 9 and claim 11 quoting claims 7-9; and 
•claim 10 and claim 11 quoting claim 10. 
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